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Keeping out of the woods: avoiding 
positive arsenic swabs 
GRV would like to take this opportunity to remind 
participants to be mindful of greyhounds chewing or licking 
kennels or yards constructed with CCA (Copper Chromium 
Arsenate) treated (‘tanalised’) timber. CCA, used to preserve 
and protect wood from dry rot, fungi, mould, termites, and 
other pests, contains arsenic, and has been the likely cause 
of several urinary arsenic threshold breaches in recent times.

Destructive and repetitive behaviours, including chewing 
parts of the kennel or yard, bedding and bowls, and 
persistent barking or howling, are commonly reported 
abnormal behaviours in greyhounds. They often can be a 
result of prolonged stress or anxiety, boredom resulting 
from a lack of company, insufficient exercise and/or mental 
stimulation, or frustration created by a lack of opportunity 
to engage in normal, healthy behaviour. These are coping 
mechanisms for the affected greyhound; they help relieve 
stress, but they are also habit forming. 

Greyhounds chewing on CCA treated wood in their kennels 
or yard has implications for:

■ Greyhound welfare: a greyhound exhibiting abnormal
behaviours such as chewing the wood in its kennel is
often a sign that it is stressed and that its environment
does not meet its psychological needs.

■ Greyhound health and racing performance: while
arsenic in CCA treated timber is toxic, and greyhounds
chewing on wood risk injury to their mouths and
teeth, stress driving this behaviour also can reduce a
greyhound’s ability to heal after injury and suppress
its immune system, meaning it is less able to fight
infections.

■ The risk of returning a positive swab: because of
the arsenic in CCA treated timber, there is a risk that
ingestion will result in a breach of the arsenic threshold,
which stands at 800 ng/mL for urine samples. A positive
swab results whenever the threshold is exceeded,
regardless of whether exposure was accidental or
deliberate. Participants are also reminded that a
few injectable supplements and some seaweed or
seafood-based nutritional supplements contain high
concentrations of arsenic and participants that choose
to administer these products close to racing do so at
their own risk.

Addressing wood chewing and other abnormal behaviour is 
important, not just to reduce the risk a positive arsenic swab, 
but also to improve the health, welfare and condition of your 
greyhounds. Providing behavioural enrichment and regular 
socialisation through enhanced social contact with people 
and other dogs, providing bones, toys or food puzzles, 
and/or modifying scent or sound stimulus (e.g. music) in 
and around the kennel are excellent strategies to reduce 
behavioural issues in your greyhounds. 

If in doubt, seek help from GAP staff, who can provide 
support over the phone, or contact your veterinarian or a 
professional dog trainer.

Further information:

■ Managing problem behaviours in greyhounds:
https://greyhoundcare.grv.org.au/health-and-well-
being/managing-other-problem-behaviours-in-
greyhounds/

■ Previous arsenic threshold warnings to participants:
https://fasttrack.grv.org.au/StewardsHearing/
GeneralAlert
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